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EDUCATION 

2004  PhD in Anthropology, University of  Massachusetts at Amherst 
1996  Fellow, American College of  Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
1994  Obstetrics & Gynecology Residency completed, University of  New Mexico 
1990   MD, Michigan State University College of  Human Medicine 
1986   BS, Linguistics, Michigan State University–conferred “with high honors” 
   

ACADEMIC POSITIONS HELD 

2016–present  University of  Wisconsin 
Professor, Anthropology and Obstetrics and Gynecology  
Affiliate: African Studies Program; Collaborative for Reproductive Equity; Holtz Center for 
Science and Technology Studies; Global Health Institute; Global Studies; Health and Humanities 
Certificate Program 

2011-2016 University of  Wisconsin 
Associate Professor (departments and affiliations as above) 

2005–2011  University of  Wisconsin 
Assistant Professor (departments and affiliations as above) 

2007–present University of  Malawi College of  Medicine 
 Honorary Senior Lecturer, Department of  Obstetrics and Gynaecology 

2004–2005 University of  New Mexico  
Clinical Faculty, College of  Medicine 

2002–2003  University of  Malawi College of  Medicine  
 Honorary Lecturer, Department of  Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
1994–1999 University of  New Mexico  

Clinical Faculty, College of  Medicine 

RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 

Areas of  Research 

medical anthropology; globalization and biomedicine; anthropology of  reproduction and sexuality; 
women’s health; professional education and values; African healing; southeast Africa; Native 
American health 

Books and Monographs 

2010 Wendland, Claire L. A Heart for the Work: Journeys Through an African Medical School. 
Chicago: University of  Chicago Press. [excerpts reprinted 2018 in Foundations of  
Global Health: An Interdisciplinary Reader, eds. Peter Brown and Svea Closser, pp. 
385-396. New York: Oxford University Press.] 

Journal Special Issues 

*2016 “Studying up” in Africa.  Special issue of  Critical African Studies 8(3), co-edited with 
Rebecca Warne Peters  

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles and Book Chapters (selected, since 2005)  

2020 Mkandawire-Valhmu, Lucy, Nancy Kendall, Anne Dressel, Claire Wendland et al.  
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Women’s work at end of  life: The intersecting gendered vulnerabilities of  patients 
and caregivers in rural Malawi. Global Public Health 15(7):1062-1072 

2019 Wendland, Claire. Physician anthropologists. Annual Review of  Anthropology 48: 
187-205 

2018 Wendland, Claire.  Who counts? What counts? Place and the limits of  perinatal 
mortality measures. American Medical Association Journal of  Ethics 20(3):278-287.  

2017 Wendland, Claire. Legitimate care, dangerous care, and childbirth in an urban 
African community. In African Medical Pluralism, editors Carolyn Sargent and William 
Olsen, pp. 244-260. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.  

2017 Wendland, Claire.  Opening up the black box: Looking for a more capacious version 
of  capacity in global health partnerships. Canadian Journal of  African Studies 50(3):
415-435. 

2016 Peters, Rebecca Warne and Claire Wendland. “Up the Africanist”: the possibilities 
and problems of  ‘studying up’ in Africa. Critical African Studies 8(3):239-254 DOI 
10.1080/21681392.2016.1244945 

2016 Wendland, Claire. Estimating death: a close reading of  maternal mortality metrics in 
Malawi. In Metrics: What Counts in Global Health, editor Vincanne Adams, pp. 57-81. 
Durham, NC: Duke University Press.  

2016 Wendland, Claire, Susan Erikson, and Noelle Sullivan.  Beneath the spin: moral 
complexity and rhetorical simplicity in global health volunteering.  In Volunteer 
Economies: The Politics and Ethics of  Voluntary Labour in Africa, editors Hannah Brown 
and Ruth J. Prince. London: James Currey Press 

2016 Peters, Rebecca Warne and Claire Wendland. “Up the Africanist”: the possibilities 
and problems of  ‘studying up’ in Africa. Critical African Studies 8(3):239-254  

2016 Sulzer, Sandra, Noah Weeth Feinstein, and Claire Wendland. Assessing empathy 
development in medical education: a systematic review. Medical Education 50:900-910. 

2015 Wendland, Claire, and Chiwoza Bandawe.  Letter to a young Malawian doctor. In 
The World of  Work: Imagined Manuals for Real Jobs, editor Ilana Gershon, pp. 10-27. 
Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press 

2014 Wendland, Claire.  The anthropology of  African biomedicine.  In The Medical 
Anthropology of  Global Africa, editors Kathryn Rhine, John M. Janzen, Glenn Adams, 
and Heather Aldersey, pp. 45-53. University of  Kansas Press, #26 in the 
Monographs in Anthropology Series 

2014 Taylor, Janelle, and Claire Wendland.  The hidden curriculum in medicine’s culture 
of  no culture.  In The Hidden Curriculum and Health Professions Education, editors 
Joseph O’Donnell and Fred Hafferty, pp. 53-62. Hanover, NH: Dartmouth College 
Press  

2014 Erikson, Susan, and Claire Wendland. Exclusionary practice: medical schools and 
global clinical electives Student BMJ: The British Medical Journal  22:g3252 DOI 
10.1136/sbmj.g3252 

2013 Wendland, Claire.  Exceptional deliveries: Home births as ethical anomalies in 
American obstetrics. Journal of  Clinical Ethics 24(3):253-65  

2013 Mkandawire-Valhmu, Lucy, Claire Wendland, Patricia E. Stevens, Penninah M. 
Kako, Anne Dressel and Jennifer Kibicho. Marriage as a risk factor for HIV: 
Learning from the experiences of  HIV-infected women in Malawi. Global Public 
Health: An International Journal for Research, Policy and Practice 8(2):187-201  

2013 Borders, Noelle, Claire Wendland, Amy Haozous, Rebecca Rogers, and Lawrence 
Leeman.  Midwives’ verbal support of  nulliparous women in second-stage labor.  
JOGNN: Journal of  Obstetric, Gynecologic and Neonatal Nursing  

2012 Wendland, Claire. Animating biomedicine’s moral order: The crisis of  practice in 
Malawian medical training. Current Anthropology; 53(6):755-788. 
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2012 Wendland, Claire. Moral maps and medical imaginaries: Clinical tourism at Malawi’s 
College of  Medicine. American Anthropologist 114(1):108-122.  

2010 Wendland, Claire.  Health Electives in Africa and the Duty to Care in the Age of  
HIV/AIDS. Virtual Mentor: American Medical Association Journal of  Ethics. 12:218-224.  

2008  Wendland, Claire.  Research, Therapy, and Bioethical Hegemony: The Controversy 
over Perinatal AZT Trials in Africa.  African Studies Review 51(3):1-23.   

2007 Wendland, Claire. The Vanishing Mother: Cesarean Section and “Evidence-Based 
Obstetrics.”  Medical Anthropology Quarterly 21(2):218-233.  

2007   Wendland, Claire and Chiwoza Bandawe. A Qualitative Study of  Medical Student 
Socialization in Malawi’s College of  Medicine: Preclinical Training and Identity.  
Malawi Medical Journal 19(2):68-71.  

2007  Wendland, Claire and Chiwoza Bandawe. A Qualitative Study of  Medical Student 
Socialization in Malawi’s College of  Medicine: Clinical Crisis and Beyond.  Malawi 
Medical Journal 19(2):71-74.  

2006 Wendland, Claire.  The Cult of  Domesticity and the Brotherhood of  Science: 
Gendering American Medicine in the Nineteenth Century.  The Pharos 69(3):30-37.  

Published Book Reviews, Review Essays and Invited Commentaries – list available on request 

Publications In Press or Under Review (copies available on request) 

------ Wendland, Claire.  Partial Stories: Maternal Death from Six Angles.  [In press, University 
of  Chicago; anticipated publication spring 2022.] 

----- Wendland, Claire. Afterword: testing, triaging, changing. Chapter for edited 
collection, Hospital Ethnography, editors William Olsen and Carolyn Sargent [accepted 
at Rutgers University Press; anticipated publication January 2022] 

----- Wendland, Claire. This thing, a stethoscope. In Between Blackboards and 
Formaldehyde: The Matters of  Medical Education, editors John Nott and Anna 
Harris [under contract with Intellect Books; anticipated publication summer 2022] 

----- Wendland, Claire, Janelle Taylor, and Frederic Hafferty. Medical work as cultural 
practice.  Chapter for edited collection, Behavioral and Social Science in Medicine: 
Principles and Practice of  Biopsychosocial Care, editor Shari R. Waldstein [in press at 
Springer International; anticipated release date fall 2021] 

RESEARCH SUPPORT, SELECTED (by date concluded, since 2010)  

2019-2020 Fellow, American Council of  Learned Societies 
2019 Distinguished Fellow of  the Notre Dame Institute for Advanced Study 
2014-2019 H. I. Romnes Faculty Fellowship, University of  Wisconsin-Madison  
2014-2016 Mellon Foundation Area and International Studies Research Award, for “Health, 

Healing, and Science in Africa,” with co-PIs Neil Kodesh (History) and Pablo 
Gomez (Medical History and Bioethics)  

2014-2015 Graduate School Fall Research Competition Grant, University of  Wisconsin-
Madison, for “Social belonging, social vulnerability, and reproductive life courses for 
girls in rural Malawi.  PI Claire Wendland, Co-I Nancy Kendall,  

2014 Feminist Scholars Award, Center for Research on Gender and Women, University 
of  Wisconsin-Madison, for “Maternity, morality, and midwifery: anxieties over birth 
attendants in colonial Nyasaland” 

2013-2014 Arnold P. Gold Foundation Research Institute Award, for “A Systematic Review of  
Empathy Development in Medical Education,” with co-PIs Sandra Sulzer 
(University of  North Carolina) and Noah Weeth Feinstein (Curriculum & 
Instruction)  

2011-2013 Global Health Institute seed grant, University of  Wisconsin-Madison, with co-PI 
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Nancy Kendall (Educational Policy Studies), “Participatory Action Research and 
Planning to Improve Young Women’s Reproductive Health: A lever for change in 
reaching the MDGs”  

2011-2012 Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research Post-PhD Research Grant: 
“African Mothers’ Bodies and Expert Imaginations in Historical Perspective”  

2011-2012 Graduate School Fall Research Competition Grant, University of  Wisconsin-
Madison, Multi-Disciplinary Team Application with co-PI Noah Feinstein 
(Curriculum & Instruction) “A Mixed-Methods Study of  Clinician Empathy in the 
Context of  Patient Self-Advocacy”  

2010–2012 Vilas Associates Award, University of  Wisconsin-Madison  
2010 Institute for Research in the Humanities Fellowship, University of  Wisconsin-

Madison  

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS, SELECTED  

Invited Presentations (selected since 2015) 

2019 Briefcase concepts: how well do clinical practices travel? Opening keynote, Annual 
Reproductive Health Ethics Symposium, Alden March Bioethics Institute, Albany, 
NY  

2019 Therapeutic Enclaves. Notre Dame Institute for Advanced Studies, University of  
Notre Dame.  

2018 Gendered projects in global health: maternity care as a laboratory for competing 
moralities. Keynote address, Mapping Morality in Global Health, Centre for 
Research in the Arts, Social Sciences, and Humanities, University of  Cambridge, UK 

2019 Partial Stories: Maternal Death in Malawi.  Invited speaker, University of  Florida 
Center for African Studies Baraza lecture series  

2019 What is Global Health? Invited speaker, Washington University at St. Louis School 
of  Medicine Global Health speaker series 

2019 Partial Stories: Maternal Death in a Changing African World.  Invited speaker, 
Medical Humanities speaker series, University of  Tennessee at Knoxville 

2018 Slow death and struggles for control: maternal death in Malawi. History of  Science 
and Medicine Program, Yale University. 

2018 Partial evidence and slow violence. African Studies Center, University of  North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill. 

2017 Measures of  maternal mortality: uses, strengths, and limits. Obstetrics & 
Gynecology Registrars’ lecture series, University of  Malawi College of  Medicine 

2017 Educating for capacity. Duke University, Durham, North Carolina 
2017 Ambivalent technologies, commensurate tools.  Health and Humanities workshop 

series, Duke University, Durham, North Carolina 
2017 Authoritative knowledge and slow violence.  Global Health lecture series, Carleton 

College, Northfield, Minnesota. 
2017 Building interdisciplinary curriculum in global health for undergraduates. Plenary 

speaker, Global Health Symposium, University of  Oregon, Eugene OR 
2016 Pregnant citizens, failing states, and the trouble with citizenship. Medical 

Anthropology and Global Health lecture series, University of  Washington 
2016 Dangerous care: reproductive violence, fast and slow. The 2016-2017 Kassen 

Lecture, Department of  Anthropology, Case Western Reserve University  
2015 Can health systems “travel”? How socio-political contexts are shaping health 

services in Africa. Joint public session of  the University of  Bergen and the Chr. 
Michelsen Institute, Bergen, Norway  

2015 Danger and Legitimacy: Care and Death in Southeast Africa and Telling Stories with 
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Numbers, Dartmouth College 

Conference Presentations (selected since 2015) 

2019 Invited panelist, “Writing Anthropology for Undergraduates,” Canadian Association 
of  Social and Cultural Anthropologists and American Anthropological Association 
Joint Meeting, Vancouver, BC, Canada 

2018 “Legitimate and illegitimate human substitutions: ambiguities of  task shifting and 
male involvement in perinatal care” American Anthropological Association Annual 
Meeting (pending November 2018) 

2017 Invited discussant, “Bodies of  law and laws of  bodies,” Medical Cultures, 
Properties, and Law in Global Perspective, Northwestern University, Evanston IL   

2017 Invited discussant, “Short-term global health travel: good intentions, murky ethics, 
and how anthropology matters,” American Anthropological Association Annual 
Meeting, Washington DC  

2016 “Poisonous medicine: the story of  misoprostol,” Invited participant, roundtable on 
“Technologies and Trials of  Global Health,” Joint Conference on Innovation, 
Transformation, and Sustainable Futures in Africa, Dakar, Senegal 

2015 Invited roundtable participant, “Metrics: What Counts in Global Health,” AAA 
Annual Meeting, Denver CO  

2015 Reproductive Violence, Fast and Slow.  Paper for panel “Vulnerability in Malawi,” 
National Women’s Studies Association Annual Meeting, Milwaukee WI  

2015 “Learning from the aftermath: the rise and fall of  birth workers at the boundary in 
Malawi,” European Association of  Social Anthropologists’ Meeting on 
Anthropology and Global Health, University of  Sussex, Brighton, UK  

2015 Starter kits and easy blessings: dreaming possibilities in everyday maternity care in 
Malawi. Invited plenary speaker, Dreaming of  Health and Science in Africa, 
Wellcome Trust Conference Centre,  Cambridge, UK 

2015 Invited workshop participant, The Ethiopian “Model Family”: Primary Health Care 
Provision Within the Social and Political Context of  the “Developmental State.” 
Organizers Lovise Aalen, Marit Østebø. Chr. Michelsen Institute, Bergen, Norway. 

Conferences / Seminars Organized 

2016 Big Stories + Close (Up) Research: Health and Science in the African World 
 conference co-organized with colleagues Neil Kodesh and Pablo Gomez 
2003 Seminar in Basic Obstetrical Ultrasound and Fetal Biometry (two-day course for 

advanced nurse-midwives).  Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital, Blantyre, Malawi 

TEACHING: primary areas of  teaching include medical anthropology, Africanist anthropology, and 
research methods; lists of  courses taught, dissertation committees chaired, graduate and undergraduate 
advisees supervised, and teaching awards received available on request 

SERVICE: lists of  national and international service, manuscript and grant reviews, department & university 
service, and public outreach available on request 

MEDICAL LICENSURE AND CERTIFICATION 

2020-present Wisconsin Department of  Professional Licensing, Physicians and Surgeons license 
2002–2009  Malawi Medical Council Register of  Specialists 
1996–present  Board Certified, American Board of  Obstetrics and Gynecology  
1993–present  New Mexico Board of  Medical Examiners 
1991   Certified, National Board of  Medical Examiners


