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Fig. 1 The caption to this
photo from the Wisconsin
State Journal. 2 October 2001,
showing fi

ghters raising
the flag over New York
suggests that the image

‘elicits an emotional response
meh like that spurred by Joe
Rosenthal's fumous photo of
Murines hoisting an American
Hag at heo Jima during World
War 1

1. Yhere has been much
conlroversy over the terms used
to refer to the series of wars
during the Tate 19th century and
the first hall of the 20th century
both in Jupan and among the
scholars of Japan elsewhere.
use the term World War [I
{rather than Pacific War) since
it expresses the global nature of
these conflicts, in which Japan
took a promiuent role.

2. The Pearl Harbor pilots
were fully equipped to return
after the attack. atthough they
were referred to as rokkotai in
Japan as well.

3. For detailed historical and
cthnographic descriptions.
theoretical discussions and
sources, see Ohauki-Tierney
2002, 2003,

4. There are many
publications in English and
Japanese on the operation,
though not all are reliable.
Hattori (1996, in English) is the
most relisable and succinet.

3. The best sources are
Morioka 1993 and Ninagawa
1998

6. This phrase was oftered by
Picrre Bourdieu after Histening
1o my description of them.

7. This letter is addressed 1o
Dr. Shozo Umezawa, whose
older brother perished as a
tokkotai pilot. | thank Dr.
Umezawa tor his permission o
use the letter. Mr. Kasuga was

drafted into the Navy and
assianed to catering. doing
tuadry, Cleaniug forand
otherwise fuoking afier the
student soldiers at the

Tauchivea Neval Adrhiase.
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Betrayal by idealism and aesthetics

Special Attack Force (kamikaze) pilots and their

intellectual trajectories (Part 1)

This is the first part of a two-part article in which Emiko
Ohnuki-Tierncy {ooks at popular and media images of
‘suicide bombers ™ in the light of post-9/11 events in the
United States. Part 1 looks at the backgrounds of
Japanese World War Il “kamikaze’ pilots, often adduced in
discussions of e 9711 hijackers. In Part 2, to be pub-
lished in a furire issue, Ohnuki-Tierney will address the
specific parallels drawn between Pearl Harbor and 9/11
in the US medi and the role of intellectuals in wars.

The end o imperial Japan: Ruining and crumbling /
Decadence / Nothing will be left / The end of all / Al will
crumbie / Japan will meet its finale / That taboo / Catastrophe
(from the diary o Hayashi Tadao, 1945 [no date})

There is somme sign of a new cthos for a new era. However,
even though ihe material foundation for the new era is already
being built, v cannot help but notice the legacy of old capi-
talism. If the power of old capitalism is something we cannot
get rid of easity huatitit can be crushed by defeat inwar;, we are
turning the Jdisaster into «a fortunate event. We are now

searching for womething like « phoenix which rises our of

ashes. Even i Japan gets defeated once or twice, as long as the
Japanese sunvboe, Japan will not be destroyed. 1t looks as
though we we u carp on the cutting board’ (sojo no koi). T am
not being pessiiniistic, but we cannot deny reality. We have to

move on. oveicoming the times ot difficulty (from the diary of

Sasaki Hachivo. 14 May 1943)

Many historival facts are placed in the dustbin of history,
to use Walter Benjamin’s well-known expression. But
rarely do we sce a caricature 50 consistently replacing his-
torical informution as in the case of rokkotai, known out-
side of Japun as ‘kamikaze® (often accompanied by
exclamation marks, as in “Tora! Tora!™). *The kamikaze!!”
became synonvinous with reckless people, inscrutable
people. fanatie chauvinists. It is hard to relate the voices
quoted above irom their diaries to the “kamikaze’ image.

This  particular  image was  intensified after 11
September 20611, when the American government and
mass media [runed the event using the bombing of Pearl
Harbor as the nuster trope. The attack on the Twin Towers
in New York was the ‘Homeland Attack’, identified with
the Pacific bront of World War 11, initiated by the
“kamikaze” pilots” assault on Pear] Harbor, and concluded
by the symbohic recapturing of the homeland as the US
flag was raiscd in New York, just as the matines had raised
it on two Jinn

Though kamikaze pilots were not involved in the Pearl
Harbor attack. as they were introduced in desperation
only at the verny end of the war, by a conflation of stereo-
types the “kamikaze™ have nevertheless become the model
used to interpret a series of ‘suicide bombers™ in the
Middle East and elsewhere. Here | look at the background
of the Japancse pilots and their intellectual trajectories,
with the ultimate question of kow these highly intelligent
graduates ol the top Higher Schools and universitics, with
their cosmopolian education, came to reproduce Japan’s
military ideolovy in action, but not in thought.

Cosmopolitan intellectual students as tokkotai pilots
Towards the ond of World War 11, when the American
invasion ol lupan seemed imminent, Onishi Takijiro, a
Navy vice-adinival, invented the rokkotai (kamikaze) opor-
ations.’ There were several types, using acroplancs,
aliders, subnine torpedoes and other methods: none was

AP AN

THOMAS E. FRANKLIN photo/The Reco:d, via Assadiated Press
suofghters raise a flag on the rubble of the World Trade Center after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, The ghoto,
; mas E. Franklin of the Bergen County, N.J., Recard, elicits an emotional response musch like that spurred
by ice Rosenthal's famous phote of Marines haisting an American flag at iwoe Jima during World War I,

cuipped with a means of returning to base. Onishi and his
colleagues believed that the Japancse soul, which had been
built up to possess a unique strength to face death without
hesitation, was the only means remaining to the Japanese
to bring about a miracle, at a time when the honicland was
swrounded by American aircraft carriers whose sophisti-
cated radar systems prevented any other method of attack.
When the operation was instituted, not a sinvlc officer
from the military academies volunteered to sortie as a
pilot; they knew all too well that it was a meaningless
deuth mission not worth volunteering for. The total corpus
of about 4000 pilots consisted of ‘teenage pilots™. mostly
cnlisted men, and close to 1000 ‘student soldiers . univer-
ity students whom the government graduated curly so that
it could draft them. The latter constituted 85% ol officers
who perished.”

These student pilots-to-be were the intellectual créme de
i créme of the time. Their motto was Cogito crgo sum.
Ihey had passed extremely difficult entrance cxamina-
tions to the Higher Schools and then to the top universities.
I30th the formal instruction and the informal cducation
they received from seniors in their dormitorics at these
institutions of higher education were cosmopolitan and
intense. “The rite of passage’ for incoming students, aged
around 16, at the dormitory of the Second Higher School
was reading Kant’s Critique of pure reason mi German
tirokawa 2003).

Keeping diarics is an important custom umong the
lapanese, and these student pilots left voluminous jour-
nals, detailing their prodigious reading and exicnsive dis-
vussions of what they read. Above all, the di:auy was the
means through which they struggled to understand the
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Fig. 2. Nukao Tuketoku
(1923-45), who met his death
as u tokkotai pilos

8. In this article 1 use
acstheties and sublimity
interchangeably, even though
sublimity found i Kant to refer
Lo an object devoid of form, 1s
the more appropriate term in
this context (Kant 2001).

9. The carly 193
rapid rise of militarism in
Japan. as indicated by the
Manchurian incident of 1931,
the establishment of the puppet
state, Manchukuo, and the
Shanghai incident. both in

sawa

1932, Hitler came te power in
1933,

10. Méconnaissance and
similar terms are widely used in
various disciplines, the best
known being (he usce in
psychoanalysis by Lacan, who
adopted the concept from his
teacher H. Wallon {Roudinesco
1977, To ciic only a few
examples. the concept has been
used 1 Itterary criticism
(Baudetaire, Bakhtin).
hinguistics and anthropology
(L

Sirauss. Leach),
philosophy (Foucault, Langer.
Althusser). and sociology
(Bourdicu). in anthropology. we

).

are indebted to Leach (1
For further discussion, see
Olnuki-Tiemey 1987, 2002,

110 As in Germany, the
occupying forces i Japun
prohibited any reference to
Japan’s ageression 1 the school
texthooks, including the
tokkotad operation (and the
atomie bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki).
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imminent death they faced. I have chosen to profile stu-
dent soldiers tor several reasons. First, the majority of the
ofticers who died as tokkotai pilots were student soldiers.
Sccond, manv of these student soldiers were liberals or
even radicals. and were thus most unlikely individuals to
volunteer as rokkotai pilots. Finally, the writings published
in the volues dedicated to single pilots, available only in
the case of a4 limited number of students, are for various
reasons historiographically more reliable.

I analyscd the diaries of four pilots. Nakao Taketoku
was born in 1923, A graduate of the University of Tokyo
with a degree in law, he was drafted as a student soldier in
December 1943, He died on 4 May 1945, as a tokkotai
pilot. Sasaki tlachird was born in 1922, drafted as a stu-
dent soldicr from the University of Tokyo in December
1943, and +olunteered to be a fokkotai pilot in February
1945. He dicd as a Navy ensign on a {okkGtai mission on
14 April 1945_ at the age of 22. Hayashi Tadao was born in
1922. He was drafted from the University of Kyoto as a
student soldicr in December 1943, and in May 1944 he
became a Navy Air Foree pilot for a scout plane. He was
shot down on duty and died on 28 July 1945, at the age of
24. Hayashi lchizd was born in 1922, in Fukuoka, Kyushu.
A graduate of the University of Kyoto, he was drafted as a
student soldicr in November 1943, and became a tokkotai
pilot in February 1945, He died on 12 April 1945, off
Okinawa. ot the age of 23,

The four ~tudents (excluding Hayashi Ichizo, but
mcluding another pilot) read some 1400 books between them
(listed in Ohnuki-Tierney 2002). One pilot, for example, read
some 600 books; another read 500. Their reading ranged
trom Graeco-Roman figures such as Aristotle, Plato,
Socrates and Zeno of Citium (the founder of Stoicism) to
major 19th- and 20th-century literary and philosophical fig-
ures in Japan and the West, including (German) Kant, Hegel,
Nietzsche, tiocthe, Schiller, Marx and Thomas Mann,
(French) Rousseau, Martin du Gard, Gide and Romain
Rolland. and (Russian) Lenin, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy and
Berdyaev - otien in the original languages. After books in

Japanese (7321, the largest number were by French authors

(188), follow cd by German (170).
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In terms of the intensity of impact on their thinking, the
most important were: (1) post-Kantian transcendental ide-
alism, inspired by Kant’s First critique — Fichic. Schelling
and Hegel; (2) German romantic idealism, influenced by
Kant’s Second and Third critiques — Schiller and Goethe;
(3) the German Romantiker proper — Novalis. {6lderlin,
Iriedrich Schlegel; (4) Marxism, both German and
Russian.

Japan’s intense intellectual engagement with the West
was heavily mediated by a long history of influcnce from
Chinese intellectual traditions. Confucianism. mtroduced
during the sixth century, and revived in the 18805, formed
a powerful basis for ideas of loyalty and sacritice, thus
preparing Japan to become a modern military nation for
which individual sacrifice was essential.  Neo-
(‘onfucianism, especially the Wang Yang-Ming (Oyomei)
ideology, introduced during the 17th century. cmphasized
the individual and self-cultivation, paving the way for the
Japanese embrace of Kantian individualism (Bito 1993
[ 1996]), or the Bildung of Thomas Mann.

These students were deeply interested in the vissi d ‘arte
or{'art pour I'art movement, with its questions about indi-
vidual freedom and societal restrictions. Oscar Wilde,
Baudelaire, Balzac and Flaubert were eagerly read by
many students. Apart from their identification with this
movement, the pilots were most influenced by aesthetics
directly linked to concepts and symbols that had profound
«ocio-political dimensions. Nakao was ingpired by the way
I’tato’s aesthetics transcended visual beauty wicd wag ele-
vated to an aesthetics of truth. Kant, extensively read by
Nakao and Sasaki, linked aesthetics, as a symboi of virtue.







